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any applicable deductible amount, and
any applicable coinsurance amount) for
services for which Medicare pays less
than 100 percent of the approved
amount.

(3) Not to charge the beneficiary
when Medicare paid for services deter-
mined to be ‘‘not reasonable or nec-
essary’’ if—

(i) The beneficiary was without fault
in the overpayment; and

(ii) The determination that the pay-
ment was incorrect was made by the
carrier after the third year following
the year in which the carrier sent no-
tice to the beneficiary that it approved
the payment.

[53 FR 6634, Mar. 2, 1988, as amended at 63 FR
20130, Apr. 23, 1998]

§ 424.56 Payment to a beneficiary and
to a supplier.

(a) Conditions for split payment. If the
beneficiary assigns the claim after pay-
ing part of the bill, payment may be
made partly to the beneficiary and
partly to the supplier.

(b) Payment to the supplier. Payment
to the supplier who submits the as-
signed claim is for whichever of the fol-
lowing amounts is less:

(1) The reasonable charge minus the
amount the beneficiary had already
paid to the supplier; or

(2) The full Part B benefit due for the
services furnished.

(c) Payment to the beneficiary. Any
part of the Part B benefit which, on the
basis of paragraph (b) of this section, is
not payable to the supplier, is paid to
the beneficiary.

(d) Examples.

Example 1. An assigned bill of $300 on which
partial payment of $100 has been made is sub-
mitted to the carrier. The carrier determines
that $300 is the reasonable charge for the
service furnished. Total payment due is 80
percent of $300 or $240. Of this amount, $200
(the difference between the $100 partial pay-
ment and the $300 reasonable charge) is paid
to the supplier. The remaining $40 is paid to
the beneficiary.

Example 2. An assigned bill of $325 on which
partial payment of $275 has been made is sub-
mitted to the carrier. The carrier determines
that $275 is the reasonable charge for the
services. Total payment due is 80 percent of
$275 or $220. The $220 is paid to the bene-
ficiary, since any payment to the supplier,
when added to the $275 partial payment

would exceed the reasonable charge for the
services furnished.

[53 FR 6641, Mar. 2, 1988; 53 FR 12945, Apr. 20,
1988]

§ 424.57 Special payment rules for
items furnished by DMEPOS suppli-
ers and issuance of DMEPOS sup-
plier billing numbers.

(a) Definitions. As used in this section
‘‘DMEPOS’’ is the acronym for durable
medical equipment, prosthetics,
orthotics and supplies. A ‘‘supplier’’ is
an entity or individual, including a
physician or part A provider, which
sells or rents part B covered items to
Medicare beneficiaries and which
meets the standards in paragraph (c) of
this section.

(b) Medicare pays for items furnished
by a supplier with a billing number to
the—

(1) Supplier if the beneficiary (or the
person authorized to request payment
on the beneficiary’s behalf) assigns the
claim to the supplier and the supplier
accepts assignment;

(2) Beneficiary, if the supplier does
not accept assignment; or

(3) Partly to the beneficiary and
partly to the supplier, if the supplier
accepts assignment of the bill, as de-
scribed in § 424.56.

(c) Medicare does not issue a billing
number to a supplier that submits
claims for items listed in § 421.210(b) of
this subchapter until that supplier
meets, and certifies that it meets, the
following standards. The supplier—

(1) In response to orders which it re-
ceives, fills those orders from its own
inventory or inventory in other compa-
nies with which it has contracted to
fill such orders or fabricates or fits
items for sale from supplies it buys
under a contract;

(2) Is responsible for delivery of Medi-
care covered items to Medicare bene-
ficiaries;

(3) Honors all warranties express and
implied under applicable State law;

(4) Answers any questions or com-
plaints a beneficiary has about the
item or use of the item that was sold or
rented to him or her, and refers bene-
ficiaries with Medicare questions to
the appropriate carrier;
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